
  

Central Oklahoma VTR Newsletter       May 2023 

Triumph Trails 

Upcoming Events: 

May 6-7 McPherson College Car Show; McPherson, KS 
     Mike and Judy Piggott 

May 9    Triumph Club Meeting                            
            Pelicans Restaurant MWC  
     5:30pm eat and visit7pm meeting  
May 20   Black Raven Pub, Harrah, OK     
                Hunter and Jenny Rench 
May 21   SCCA Autocross, Location TBA    
                 Drew Holliday 

Dave Hogan  

TR7   “Spidy” 
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2023 COVTR OFFICERS 

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION 

Newsletter Editor:  Triumph Trails is the official monthly publication of COVTR. © Copyright 1993-2023 COVTR. All rights reserved.  Articles for 

publication are due to the Editor by the 15th of each month.  We welcome all types of articles including technical, personal interest, and stories 

about your Triumph experience.  Opinions expressed are those of the Editor or Contributors.  Classified ads from members are welcome. Busi-

ness card ads are $10.00 for twelve issues, payable to the Treasurer in advance.    COVTR, 4600 Gracelann, Shawnee, Oklahoma 74804 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The Central Oklahoma Vintage Triumph Register (C.O.V.T.R.) was established in 1982 by Triumph owners and enthusiasts for the 
purpose of preserving the future of the Triumph Marque. Triumph ownership is encouraged but not a prerequisite for member-
ship.  The C.O.V.T.R. sponsors a monthly meeting, monthly SOB’s, car shows, road tours, technical inspections and lots of fun. 

Triumph Trails is the proud recipient of the National Newsletter Award from Vintage Triumph Register of America award-
ed at the 2012 and 2017 National Convention. 

SECRETARY/

HISTORIAN 

Dave Hogan 

(405) 227-8467 

covtrsec@gmail.com 

WEBMASTER  

Andrew Holliday 

 triumphsokc.org 

(585) 739-6021 

centraloktriumphs@gmail.com  

ACTIVITIES  

Michael Piggott 

(918) 766-4488 

mike_piggott@hotmail.com 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Kay Wall 

Text: (405)206-0534 

Email: kwall4@cox.net 

MEMBERSHIP  

David Hogan  

(405) 227-8467 

David.I.Hogan1@gmail.com 

TREASURER 

Michael Piggott 

(918) 766-4488 

covttreas@gmail.com 

PRESIDENT 

Doug White 

(918) 916-6076 

whiteskc08@yahoo.com 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Hunter Rench 

(405) 875-7035 

Groundplt@hotmail.com 

mailto:centraloktriumphs@gmail.com
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A Message from the Club President   

                     

Greetings, Team Triumph,  

Another month of amazing accomplishments and adventures has come and gone. We experimented with an-

other meeting venue, gathered for Garage Day, had member representation at the British Breakfast Club 

meet at Sequoia State Park, and had a well-represented showing at the South-Central Regional Meet in 

Sugarland, TX. 

We held our monthly meeting at the Black Bear Diner in Moore, OK. The change in venue was to consider an-

other location for our meetings. As with most options, the Black Bear Diner has its pros and cons. We had 26 

members in attendance. Hunter distributed a poll to the Club membership to vote for our options. With 24 

votes cast, the results are: (1) continuing at Pelicans, 14 Votes; (2) switch to Black Bear Diner, 8 Votes; (3) 

continue searching for another venue, 2 Votes. Our meetings will resume at Pelicans May 9th. Please join us. 

Margaret and I hosted Garage Day April 8th. We couldn’t have asked for a nicer day. The weather was gor-

geous, the turn-out was outstanding, and a fun time had by all. The cars were a major attraction in our neigh-

borhood. Our neighbor friends and acquaintances were drawn to the cars like moths to a flame. We had a 

continuous stream of visitors during the get-together. Participation events included an Easter Egg hunt, with 

Lonny Wall, Mike Piggot, and Drew Holiday battling for first place. The outcome is still debated today. 

John, Donna, and Jennifer Barron represented our Club at the British Breakfast Club run to Sequoia State 

Park. John drove his TR3A, Jennifer drove Elmer, and Donna drove her Miata. John reports they had an awe-

some time, with several driving events and amazing dinners. Thanks for representing our club in such fine 

fashion.  

This year’s regional meet was a first for Margaret and me. I must say it was a grand experience. Our Club was 

well-represented. We had 14 members in attendance to include: Margaret and me, Mike and Judy Piggott, 

Drew and Chris Holiday, Ron and Sandra Feken, Jimmy and Carolyn Glidewell, Lonny and Kay Wall, Brian and 

Katie Plotkin. I am proud to have represented the Club as your president. The outstanding participation and 

accomplishments of our members made it easy to showcase our Club. Each of our attendees won an award, 

with several winning more than one. A special shoutout goes to Drew Holiday. Drew walked away with an 

award in every event he participated in. There are literally too many to list. Congratulations to each one of 

you.  

Remember to join us at Pelicans in Midwest City for our monthly meeting May 9th. Until then, happy motor-

ing.  

Doug White, President 
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2023 COVTR Activities Calendar 
Feb 10  Drive Your Triumph Day, email a photo to: driveyourtriumphday@gmail.com 
Feb 18  Café 33 Steakhouse and Whiskey Bar; Perkins, OK Kay and Lonny Wall 
March 11 Eischen’s Chicken Run; Okarche, OK    Dave and Mary Jo Hogan 
March 18-19 SCCA Autocross, Remington Park, OKC   Drew Holliday 
April 8  Garage Day Get-together; Tuttle, OK   Doug and Margaret White 
April 14-16 The Lodge at Sequoia State Park, Hulbert, OK  British Car Breakfast Club 
April 19-22 SCVTR Regional Convention; Sugarland, TX  Doug and Margaret White 
April 22-23 SCCA Autocross, Remington Park, OKC   Drew Holliday 
May 6-7 McPherson College Car Show; McPherson, KS  Mike and Judy Piggott 
May 20  Black Raven Pub, Harrah, OK    Hunter and Jenny Rench 
May 21  SCCA Autocross, Location TBA    Drew Holliday 
June 3  COVTR Picnic; Edmond, OK    Kay and Lonny Wall 
June 4  SCCA Autocross, Frederick, OK    Drew Holliday 
June 24  Knights Car Show and Cookout; Shawnee, OK  Mike and Judy Piggott 
July 8  Route 66 Museum Tour, Sapulpa, OK   Hunter and Jenny Rench 
July 9  SCCA Autocross TPC, Muskogee, OK   Drew Holliday  
Aug 5  Progressive Dinner; OKC/Edmond, OK   Holliday/Colson/Gauldin 
Aug 6  SCCA Autocross, Remington Park, OKC   Drew Holliday 
Aug 26  Drive-In Movie Night, Guthrie, OK; Beacon Theater John and Donna Barron 
Sept 17  SCCA Autocross TPC, Remington Park, OKC  Drew Holliday 
Sept 22-24 Brits in the Ozarks; Springdale, AR   Open 
Sept 27-Oct 1 VTR National Convention, Dillard, GA   Doug and Margaret White 
Oct 8  SCCA Autocross, Remington Park, OKC   Drew Holliday 
Oct 27-29 Red River Shootout, Denton, TX      RRTC, Carlton Northrup 
Oct 21  Chili Cook-Off; Edmond, OK    John and Jan Colson 
Nov 5  Ponca City Veteran’s Day Parade; Ponca City, OK Kip Miles/Lonny Wall 
Nov 10-11 Fall Foliage Tour; Wister State Park; Wister, OK Rench’s and Hogan’s 
Nov 12  SCCA Autocross, Remington Park, OKC   Drew Holliday 
Dec 9  Christmas Party     Greg and Susan Tiffany 
     

We will have monthly meetings at Pelican’s, 291 N. Air Depot, Midwest City, OK  73110  5:30 Eat and 
Greet, 7:00 Meeting, usually on the second Tuesday of each month. 

 
Mike Piggott, Activities Chairman 

                                                                                                                                         4/30/23 
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 Garage Day 
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Regionals Sugarland, Texas 
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Regionals Sugarland, Texas  

Car Show 



8 

Regionals Sugarland, TX Autocross 
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The Journey of  “Spidy” 

Spidy , as pictured on the cover, has been owned by three COVTR club members. He has 

come a long way from being abandoned in a field to becoming a multiple award winner. 

The following is his story written by the three club members who have owned him.  

 
THE GENESIS OF SPIDY 

By Lonny Wall 

One day I noticed an ad offering a TR7 for sale in Purcell, Oklahoma.  I had owned two previous TR7s and really enjoyed 

them for their performance, comfort, and modern ride and feel, as well as air conditioning.  I was down to one Triumph and 

thought that if the price was right, I could buy it, fix it, drive it, and sell it.  I called the phone number and learned that the 

car had been owned by his new wife and that it had been sitting for a few years.  He indicated that the engine had been re-

built and it had been painted but the engine had locked up and there it sat.   

I made arrangements to meet him and his wife in Purcell and Kay and I headed there to look at the car.  I’m sure you’ve 

heard the term “Ran when parked”, well this car did not run before it was parked.  I did not have high hopes for it, but the 

price was right so why not look.   

When we got there, I met the gentleman, and he took me to see the car.  WOOF, what a dog!  The first thing I noticed was 

that it was black.  There are two ways it could be black.  It was the color selected when it was repainted or it was a SPIDER!!  

There were no Spider decals on the car, but when I checked the commission number, I found that yep, it was a genuine Spi-

der!  The top was rotted to oblivion and while they had tried to put a blue tarp over it, the tarp had deteriorated to strips of 

blue fabric.  The seats were rotted out, the door cards were junk and the carpet, what you could see of it, was totally rotten.  

It was full of rotting leaves up to the armrests and smelled like a moldy basement.  I popped the bonnet and was pleased to 

see that the under hood was totally stock!  no butchery or attempts to de-smog or funky aftermarket parts.  The boot was in 

good shape with a spare and all the jack and tools.  Woo Hoo!  I bought a SPIDER!! 

Kay was not that impressed, but I had drug home cars in worse shape.  She gave me the benefit of the doubt.   I borrowed a 

tow bar from a friend and wagged the poor neglected baby home to a better life.   

Step one was cleanup and stripping the interior.  I really needed to check out the engine, but that interior offended me.  I 

had had two Triumphs that had mysterious engine lockups and thought I knew what the problem was. The key clue was that 

the engine had been rebuilt.  I pulled the engine, then separated the transmission from the engine and sure enough, a bolt 

had backed itself out of the right side of the torque plate (the plate between the engine and the bell housing) contacting the 

flywheel and, acting like a screw jack, locking up the engine.  I removed the clutch and flywheel and one at a time removed 

the bolts attaching the torque plate to the engine and applying some lock-tite.  I reassembled everything, reinstalled the 

engine and after buying a battery and cleaning the fuel tank and fuel system, fired that puppy up!!  magic!   

Then I installed new carpet, door cards, waist seals, and started in on the seats.  I really really wanted factory Spider seat 

covers, but alas, they were made of unobtainium.  I found a retired upholsterer who would work with me, and he made 

from scratch the multicolor striped seat covers and rebuilt the rotted seats with new foam and straps.  He told me how 

many hours those seat covers took and didn’t charge me NEAR enough.  I gave him a bonus.  Upon searching I found a Spider 

owner in Chicago who made from the proper 3M decal material a complete set of Spider decals.  He made several sets, and I 

was able to buy one set from him.  A new top and brake work and I was on the road with my new (ish) Spider!!   

I drove and enjoyed the car for a while, then a new project came to me.  I was MUCH younger then.  I decided to sell the 

Spider to finance the new project and to gain workspace for working on it.  Thus begins the saga. 
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   Spidy Part 2  by Jerry Stewart 
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Spidy Part 2 by Jerry Stewart Continued 
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As is my habit when purchasing any Triumph, I spend a great deal of time inspecting the 

vehicle and repairing any issue that I may find that is in need of attention.  This includes 

drivability, originality and appearance.   As I am also a perfectionist, this process can con-

sume a great amount of  time as every section of the vehicle is thoroughly inspected indi-

vidually with items that are in need attention being noted and addressed as they are lo-

cated.   

I referenced the Bill Piggott Triumph Originality Guide book for TR2 – TR8 to determine 

how the TR7 was originally equipped.  Occasionally, it is difficult to locate original parts to 

replace those that may have deteriorated overtime.  Some parts are no longer available or 

may have been replaced by a newer part that is not an exact match for the original.   

Trying to prepare any Triumph for a VTR National Convention is a very time-consuming 

process if the owner would really like to be competitive in the Concours Car Show compe-

tition.  I have always entered my Triumphs in the VTR Concours as Showroom Stock com-

petitors.  This category is the most demanding of the vehicle when being judged. 

My first participation in a VTR National Convention with Spidy was in 2014 in Dobson, NC.  

Spidy scored quite well garnering 377.5 points out of a possible 400 for 3rd Place in the 

Concours Showroom Stock category in the TR7 marque class.  Not a bad showing for its 

first outing.  First Place in the TR7 marque was won by a light blue TR7 that also was se-

lected for “Best of Show” for the entire VTR National event.   

As a result of that first showing, I had several issues to address on Spidy including: 

- wrong carpet color on back shelf area behind seats – should be black not sil-

ver, replaced with black matching carpeting to correct 

- hole in vinyl covered black back panel behind seats – replaced with new pan-

el 

Upgrades:  Installed LED lamps from Litezupp in Tail Light and Turn Signal assemblies 

          Installed LED lamps for indicators for dashboard headlamps, fog lamps             

and hazard flasher 

          Replaced cracked Driver’s seat frame with a used replacement as new frames 

are no longer available 

Spidy Part 3 by Dave Hogan   
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Spidy Part 3 by Dave Hogan continued 

         Modified dashboard plastic mounting area that originally held clock to install a 

Smith’s Oil Pressure Gauge in its place + installed t-fitting and braided oil line to Oil Pump 

          Installed relays to isolate headlamp motor/light activations from Headlamp 

Dash Switch due to high current draw 

My second participation in a VTR event was at the South Central VTR Regional in Kerrville, 

TX in April 2015.  Once again I competed Spidy in Showroom Stock Concours.  This time 

TR7 and TR8 were combined into a single class.  Spidy won Second Place with First Place 

won by a white TR8 that also won Best of Show for the entire event.  However, another 

good showing for Spidy with fewer deductions 

Moved from Norman to Edmond.  Stored both TR6 and TR7 at Max and Linda Speegle’s 

garage until move completed and garage emptied to allow space for both 1976 TR6 

(TREVOR) and 1980 TR7 (Spidy) in garage. 

My third participation in a VTR event occurred in April 2016 at the South Central VTR Re-

gional in Norman, OK.  I again competed Spidy in Concours Showroom Stock and finally 

captured First Place. 

My next participation in a VTR National Event was in October 2016 in a VTR National event 

in Pottsboro, TX.  I showed Spidy in Concours Showroon Stock and garnered another First 

Place – however this was a National Event with only 9 points of deductions from the 400 

total.  I have finally prepared Spidy for competition at the national level. 

The next event was staged as a VTR National Event in New Braunfels, TX in April; 2017.  I 

entered Spidy in Concours Showroom Stock and was rewarded with another First Place at 

the National level. 

However, once you have won First Place twice at the VTR National level, your Triumph is 

moved to Senior Class.  The purpose is to allow other competitors to compete for First 

Place in the next and future VTR National Conventions.  To receive a Senior Award, your 

Triumph must score a minimum of 350 points to receive the award.  Since that time, Spidy 

has garnered a Senior Award in each event entered. 

Since that time, I have also entered my 1976 TR6 in VTR South Central Regional events and 

it has one both Second and First Place in Concours Showroom Stock. 



14 

While at the VTR National Convention in Dobson, NC, the Englishman that designed the 

TR7 body style was in attendance and gave a presentation on his efforts in creating the 

Wedge design.  When ha came out to the Show Field, he came over to Spidy and asked 

several questions about this special TR7 model.  He had never seen a TR7 Spider edition.  I 

asked if he would sign my Entry magnet and he did so.  His name is Harris W Mann.  My 

entry magnet with his signature is provided in this article.  

Spidy Part 3 by Dave Hogan continued 
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The following article was recommended by COVTR member, Ron Feken. 

Reprint with permission from  
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Minutes of COVTR Membership Meeting  

April 11, 2023 
Officers Present:  President – Doug White ,  Vice President – Hunter Rench, Treasurer – Mike 

Piggott,  Secretary – Dave Hogan 

Location:  Black Bear Diner, Moore, OK 

Members present:  26 

Guests:  None – but new club member Fred Broach was in attendance at tonight’s meeting. 

Meeting Opening:  Doug White opened the meeting at 7:15 PM  

Margaret White led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Secretary Meeting Minutes: Donna Barron motioned that we should accept the minutes of 

the March 2023 club meeting as printed in the Triumph Trails newsletter, seconded by Drew 

Holliday.  Motion passed.   

Membership Report – Dave Hogan 

Dave Hogan reported that there are no new members this month.  Greg Tiffany made a mo-

tion to accept the Membership Report, John Barron seconded – Motion passed. 

Treasurer’s Report – Mike Piggott 

Mike Piggott read the Treasurer’s Report for the month of March 2023.  COVTR is in excellent 

shape financially with a healthy balance sheet. 

Lonny Wall made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report as read with Mary Jo Hogan se-

conding the motion.  Motion passed. 

Activities Report – Mike Piggott 

Mike Piggott reported on the remaining club events and activities that occurred during the 

months of late March and early April:  

April 8 – Annual Garage Day and Get Together at the home of Doug and Margaret White in 

Tuttle, OK to prepare for the upcoming SCVTR Regionals.  The event was well attended by 

COVTR members and those attending had an opportunity to examine the progress made on 

Doug’s impressive GT6.  It is coming along very nicely with the passenger door remaining to 

be mounted and installed.  Doug is doing a fine job on his first Triumph restoration project.  In 

addition, a next-door neighbor of Doug’s allowed us into his garage to view a huge unrestored 

195? GMC ¾ ton truck – all original.  That truck is built like a tank and has survived many 

years.  The neighbor has plans to restore it to its former glory.  Snack foods were brought by 

several club members and everyone had an opportunity to check out several of our club’s Tri-

umphs that will be participating in the upcoming South Central VTR Regionals later this month 

in Sugarland, TX. 
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Minutes of COVTR Membership Meeting  April 11, 2023 

continued 

Upcoming Activities/Events 

April 14-16 – British Car Breakfast Club event – ALL are welcome.  The Lodge at Sequoia State 

Park, Hulbert, OK.  Donna Barron has information for all that may be interested in partici-

pating. 

April 19-22 – South Central VTR Regional Convention, Sugarland, TX  

April 22-23 – SCCA Autocross @ Remington Park, OKC  

May 6-7 – McPherson College Car Show, McPherson, KS 

May 20 – Black Raven Pub, Harrah, OK (Hunter Rench leading this event)   

May 21 – SCCA Autocross – location to be determined (Holliday/Piggott) 

Old Business    

COVTR Speaker System for Club meetings remains a consideration by Mike Piggott. 

Discussion of Pelican’s (Midwest City, OK) vs Black Bear Diner (Moore, OK) for future 

meetings.  A survey will be sent to all Club members via email distribution to gather feedback 

regarding satisfaction with each location. 

New Business 

A discussion of Door Prizes occurred and it was determined that door prizes are not going to 

be offered in the future.  The Sign-Up Sheet will only be used to track attendance at our 

monthly club meetings.  

Bitch & Brag   

Mike Billotte provided an update from National VTR President, Jack McGahey, regarding the 

Chief Judge and Assistant Chief Judge positions in upcoming VTR National events. 

Chief Judge – Paul Higley (Red River Triumph Club) 

Assistant Chief Judge – Drew Holliday (COVTR)  Applause for Drew abounded… 

Door Prizes 

Door Prizes were not awarded at this meeting and will no longer occur. 

Meeting Closure 

Lonny Wall made a motion to close the meeting, seconded by Drew Holliday.  Motion passed.  

President Doug White closed the meeting at 7:40 PM.  
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Membership money is due as of January 1, 2023  $15.00 per individual/$30 for 

a couple .  We do not send invoices but receipts are available.  Please remit to: 

 Mike Piggott  

4600 Gracelann  

Shawnee, OK 74804 

COVTR now on Facebook  

How do I join the COVTR Facebook Group?  

To join a group, go to COVTR Group and click Join Group in the top right corner. 

This will send a re-quest to join to Drew Holliday. Drew will accept the request to 

join the group.  

 

COVTR Web Page  

Check out our webpage created by our webmaster Drew Holliday.  

Triumphsokc.org 
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Services From Members for Members. 


